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    LEO LIONA 
The Voice of District 50 Hawai’i Lions

Upcoming Cabinet 
Meetings 

Jan. 27 - 28, 2023                                 
Winter Forum                        

Kilauea Military Camp,           
Island of Hawaii 

Apr. 27 - 29, 2023                           
Cabinet Meeting & District 

Convention                                   
Ala Moana Hotel 

District Governor’s 
Message 
Aloha District 50 – Hawaii Lions, Companions in 
Service (CIS) and Leos, 

Happy Holidays!!! It’s already December; 2023 
will soon be here. Don’t miss these deadlines: 

12/3/22 Last day to register for D50 FUN raising Zoom event by 
emailing your first/last name, mailing address, contact number & 
club name to Lion Mark Despault.

12/10/22 D50 FUN raising Zoom holiday party. It’s FUN, free and 
fellowship with Lions/CIS on all islands. Log-on at 6:30pm. Games 
to win prizes begin at 7:00pm.

12/15/22 Last day to bulk order 2023 D50 Convention pins and 
get 5 pins free when you purchase 50 pins and get 15 pins free 
w h e n y o u p u rc h a s e 1 0 0 p i n s . D o w n l o a d f o r m s o n 
hawaiilionsconvention.com

12/15/22  Last day for early registration fee of $65 for 87th Annual 
D50 Convention Golf Tournament. Download forms on 
hawaiilionsconvention.com 

12/20/22 Last day to recommend changes to D50 Constitution & 
By Laws and Standing Policies in MS Word to Lion Wendell Hosea. 
Existing documents may be found on HawaiiLions.org

12/27/22 Last day to register for KMC Winter forum and 3rd 
Cabinet Meeting. Our KMC store is open; shop at https://
D50KMCForum.itemorder.com/shop/home/

12/31/22 Last day for early registration fee of $35 for 2023 D50 
Convention. Download forms on hawaiilionsconvention.com 

I MUA District 50 because “Together We Can” 
Lion Gary Nip 
District Governor 2022-2023                                                               

                                                         

Clubs Featured           
in this Issue 

   East Hawaii Lions (Region VII) 
Kamehameha     
Kapolei City 

Waianae 
West Kauai 

                  

Club Charter 
Anniversaries 

Dec. 5                                           
Leeward Oahu Lions Club - 1938 

Dec. 26                                         
Maui Lions Club - 1935    

………………………….…………………

http://hawaiilionsconvention.com
http://hawaiilionsconvention.com
http://hawaiilions.org
https://D50KMCForum.itemorder.com/shop/home/
https://D50KMCForum.itemorder.com/shop/home/
http://hawaiilionsconvention.com
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2022-2023        
District 50 
Leadership 

District Governor                         
Gary Nip                                            

First Vice District Governor      
C.J. Kalopodes                                

Second Vice District Governor                                           
Lori Inouye-Yamashita                       

Immediate Past District 
Governor                                 
Mitch Tam                                     

Cabinet Secretary                            
Jeff Ching                                               

Cabinet Treasurer                            
Lester Nip                                            

Sergeant at Arms                                
Sean Benito                                           

International Director      
Robert Lee                                                                      

Past International Director                
Maurice Kahawaii 

Board of Governors                                 
PDG Angie Haramoto, 

Chairperson                                  
ID Robert Lee                                  

PDG Blayne Hanagami                     
PDG Garrett Ogawa                                 

IPDG Mitch Tam                                
DG Gary Nip                                                           

Submissions 

Renee Ako, Editor                              
 Please email submissions for the 
January issue by Dec. 25, 2022 to:  
d50leoliona2022.2023@gmail.com 

Honolulu City Lights 
Help Is Needed 

The Eye Bank is looking for a part-time (16 hours a week) office 
clerk to perform various administrative and clerical tasks.   

Office activities such as maintaining a DOOR database, 
filing and answering phones.   

Ability to work diligently to help maintain smooth office 
operations.   

Familiar with office equipment and procedures.  

Have knowledge of MS Office.  

Good organizational and multi-tasking abilities. 

If you are interested, please contact Brent at the  
Eye Bank (808) 536-7416. 

HELP WANTED 
Office Clerk, Part time 

Location:  Honolulu Hale 

Date:  Saturday, December 
3rd 

Time:  5:00 - 10:00 p.m.  (any  
amount for time would be 
appreciated) 

Task:  Prohibit the public from 
entering certain areas and/or 
guide interior pedestrian flow 
in Courtyard. Remind public 
not to touch displays and 
help take photos. 

Parking: Provided if PDG 
Garrett is notified early. 

Attire:  Lions vest or other 
Lions attire would give us 
great visibility. 

RSVP:  PDG Garrett Ogawa  

mailto:d50leoliona2022.2023@gmail.com
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Hawaii Lions - District 50  
Winter Forum  

Kilauea Military Camp 
January 27 - 28, 2023 

Friday, Jan, 27th 
Golf Tournament  
 Hilo Municipal Golf Course 
 Host:  Lion Diane Kent, Akaka Falls 
Winter Forum 
 Dr. Kimo Alameda, Speaker 
 Fellowship, Fun, Food 
  

Saturday, Jan. 28th 
 

Registration Deadline:  Tuesday, Dec. 27th

KMC Store:   
https://d50kmcforum.itemorder.com/shop/home/ 

Deadline to order: 

Thursday, Dec. 15th 

Hello fellow D50 Lions, 
The Humanitarian Awards Committee would like your 
assistance in finding: 

A person who is not a Lion 
Who is/has provided a public service(s) 
Who has gone above and beyond their professional 
and civic duties 
Who has not been financially compensated for their 
activity 

If you know of such a person, please fill out the 
nomination form.  You may download the form here:  

     D50 Hawaii Lions Humanitarian Award Nomination Form               

    Deadline:  Tuesday,  Jan. 31, 2023  
Mail or email nomination form:   

Lion James Yamashita 

Once all the forms are received, the committee will 
score the nominees based on preset criteria and the 
candidate with the highest score will receive the 
District 50 Humanitarian Award at the 2023 District 
Convention. 

Thank you for your assistance, 
Lion Jim Yamashita 

Humanitarian Awards Committee 

Lions Can COOK Book 
Article and photo submitted by Lion Gary Nip 

Do you need a unique Christmas gift? Purchase District 50 “Hawaii Lions Can COOK 
Book for only $15. The book of over 200 pages of recipes is the initiative of CIS 
Joyce Nip to showcase the culinary talents of our Hawai’i Lions and CIS. Proceeds 
will assist younger Lions attend conventions and USA Canada Leadership forum. 
Proceeds will also support Hawaii Lions Foundation. 

Here is what Lions said about the cook book: “Great job Joyce!” Happy with the 
price; $15 is very reasonable.” “Perfect as an addition to the xmas bags that she is 
putting together.” “I really like it because it has a large section on desserts.”  

We could use your help on Saturday December 3, 2022 to bind the cook books 
and keep the cost affordable. Meet at Ma’ema’e Elementary School faculty meeting 
room at 8am. Lions can also purchase these books at the school from 8am to noon. 

  Hawai’i Lions 

  Can Cook Book 

 

 

 

 

 
 
    
 
 
  

     Art by Leo Aviana Nash - Moanalua High School 

 
 
     
 

Cabinet Meeting 
Lunch 
Long Range Planning  
    Session 
Hike  

Dinner 
Auction & Country  
    Store 
Reverse Bingo 
Fellowship, Desserts 

https://d50kmcforum.itemorder.com/shop/home/
https://www.hawaiilions.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/HUMANITARIAN_NOMINATION_FORM_2022-2023_rev1.pdf
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Spotlight on  
Lion Jeff Ching 

H e i s h a p p i e s t w h e n 
helping others which is why 
he became a Lion.   Jeff 
C h i n g i s t h e c u r r e n t 
Cabinet Secretary & District 

Administrator of the Hawaii Lions District 50. 
Born in Honolulu, Jeff attended Liliuokalani 
Elementary School in Kaimuki and later 
attended and graduated from Saint Louis 
High School. It was the alma mater of his 
father, grandfather and grand uncles and he 
studied Travel Industry Management at the 
University of Hawaii. 

In March of 2003, he joined the Palolo Lions 
Club. He has held multiple positions at the 
club level such as bulletin editor, club 
director, membership chair, club vice 
president and club president. It was during 
the administration of PDG Garrett Ogawa, 
Jeff made the jump to the district level 
becoming the cabinet secretary filling in 
temporarily. He then became the acting 
cabinet secretary as it was easier for the 
administration than to make the transition 
mid-term. This was the time the Covid 
pandemic started and no one knew what the 
future was going to be like. Everything was 
fluid and changing almost everyday. He was a 
key player assisting PDG Garrett to navigate 
the ZOOM cabinet meetings, e-cabinet  

reports, and the very first virtual District 
Convention in Hawaii Lions history. 

In high school, he cleaned classrooms, then 
worked as an assistant mechanic for a 
bowling center, a supervisor & manager for a 
car rental company, a group specialist for a 
tour and transportation company, an account 
executive for a customs brokerage firm, and 
most recently as a medical billing specialist.  
As a result of Jeff’s diverse work background 
he brings insight that can be applied to 
improving the district and making it more 
effective. 

Among Jeff’s greatest accomplishments in 
Lionism, he was the recipient of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Pre s i d e n t s A w a rd f o r 
outstanding service in 2021.   He also 
completed study at Lions University for a 
Bachelors degree and has attended the 
Emerging Lions Leadership Institute & 
Regional Lions Leadership Institute. 

Being mindful of the phrases “the needs of 
the many outweighs the needs of the one” 
and “spread a little Aloha around the world 
together we can make it a better place for 
you and me” he has been dedicated to the 
service of others for most of his lifetime.   Jeff 
is the oldest of three having a younger 
brother and younger sister.

 

Next month:  Spotlight on Cabinet Treasurer 
Lion Lester Nip
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Lion David Iwana 
Global Leadership Team Coordinator 

District 50 Lions. Your next step to achieving 
leadership excellence in your Club, Zone and 
District is to attend our local Advanced Lions 
Leadership Institute (ALLI) on February 18-20, 
2023.  This Institute is for those that wish to 
improve their leadership skills and personal 
development,  as well as doing networking with 
Lions. The last District ALLI was in 2019, so don't 
miss this great opportunity to participate in this 
Institute! 

Lion Tony Tassillio 
Global Membership Team Coordinator 

Just ask 2 awesome people you know to join Lions. 
For retirees, tell them they can network with others 
wanting to give back to their communities. For 
those new to Hawaii, like the military, tell them 
joining is a great way to make new friends. For 
y o u n g m e m b e r s t e l l t h e m a b o u t y o u r 
environmental projects which seem to attract 
young people.   

Global Action Team 
December 2022 

Lion Dr. Cedric Mitsui 
Global Service Team Coordinator 

  

D50 Service activities completed = 1364 
Volunteer hours = 18,785 
People served = 467,914 
Funds donated: $32,301 
Funds raised: $50,662 
Lions Club Reporting: 36/56 = 64% 
Leo Club reporting: 3/27 (Kaimuki, Mililani,   
  Roosevelt) = 11%.  
Total reporting = 47% ZC and Club  
Presidents, please encourage your Lions and Leo 
Clubs to report their service projects.   
LEO Clubs reporting adds to our District’s Club 
reporting percentage of 47%, which is up from 
last month.   A Lion or LEO Club just needs to 
report once for the district to get credit.  Our 
goal is 55%, so we need a few more clubs to 
report their service project on the LCI website.  

Executive Assistant Lion Gavin Hall can work with 
your club/Leo Club to report your service 
project.   Any LEO Club who did not report 
service project on My Lion last fiscal year and 
reports during July 1 - December 31, 2022 will 
receive a $25 Check or $25 Amazon gift card.  
Service reporting is important!  

Lions clubs who do a new service project during 
July 1 - November 30, 2022 should have 
emailed their Zone Chair by November 30, 
2022.   Zone Chairs will decide the Region’s best 
New Club Project and e-mail the winning club to 
GST Chair Dr. Cedric Mitsui no later than 
December 31, 2022.   All winners will be 
announced at the 3rd Cabinet Meeting at KMC 
on January 28, 2023. 
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East Hawaii Lions (Region VII) 
Serves up M.E.A.L.S. 

October 14 & 15, 2022 
Photos & article submitted by Past District Governor Blayne Hanagami 

Malama E`a Always, Lions Serve, or MEALS: “to 
take care of; the spirit/life, and our ‘we serve’ Lions 
Motto,” a landmark community project aimed to 
highlight the Lions’ ongoing fight against hunger 
and food inaccessibility in East Hawai’i. This two-
day event culminated on October 14 and 15 with 
projects focused on awareness, simple deeds of 
kindness, and community engagement that will 
make a lasting and positive difference!

On Friday, October 14, 120 3rd and 4th graders and 
teachers from Pahoa Elementary School were 
invited to participate in a “fun day” at the Panaewa 
Rainforest Zoo in Hilo with music, inspirational 
messages, an educational scavenger hunt,   food, 
and fun!   Over 40 enthusiastic Lion and Leo 
volunteers, along with their friends and `ohana, 
served up the fun, frolic and food throughout the 
half-day event.

International social media influencer/motivational 
speaker and musician Wilbur Sargunaraj, known as 
the “Simple Superstar” enlightened our youth and 
adults with his   profound message:   that “we” all 
are simple superstars by doing simple and kind 
gestures to help those in need.   “As pervasive as 
our hunger challenges are, ordinary people—like 

our Lions and Leos—working together with 
kindness and compassion can have extraordinary 
results,” stated Simple Superstar Wilbur.

Co-emcees Lions Geoli Ng and Leelen Park, set a 
high-energy mood with students dancing, 
cheering and roaring with laughter! Hilo’s local 
musician Brandon Nakano, songwriter for Hilo’s 
Aloha Covid song that flooded Hilo’s airways over 
the past few years, opened this unique musical 
and uplifting concert.

Everyone was treated to a wonderful bento meal 
sponsored by Hawai i County Economic 
Opportunity Council and Waiakea Hawaiian 
Volcanic Water.

With only a few hours rest, the evening zone social

Continued on page 7
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began with our honored guests, District Governor 
Gary Nip, CIS Joyce, and Simple Superstar Wilbur 
a t P h o 1 9 . Pa r t i c i p a t i n g L i o n s c l u b s 
included:  Akaka Falls, Hilo Crescent City, Hilo, 
Hawaii Lions Unlimited, Waiakea Lions Clubs, and 
Hilo Crescent City Leo Club. Inspirational 
messages were shared and proud new members 

of Hilo Lions Club 
were inducted by 
our DG Gary! 

E a r l y t h e n e x t 
m o r n i n g , o u r 
principal sponsor for 
this second day, The 
Food Basket, Inc., 
with its hardworking 
staff, organized a 
m a s s i v e f o o d 
distribution drop off 
a t K e a ` a u H i g h 
S c h o o l Ca m p u s . 

Over 80 Lions/Leos volunteers, Food Basket crew, 
traffic coordinators, and a church youth group 
loaded bags of canned/dry goods, refrigerated 
items, and fresh 
p r o d u c e i n a n 
endless l ine of 
vehicles.

After a few hours 
o f b ra v i n g t h e 
steady Hilo rain, 
3 8 0 v e h i c l e s 
representing 1700 
i n d i v i d u a l s 
gratefully received 
t h e g e n e r o u s 
servings of healthy 
foods. Besides the 
Lions-Leos ‘ohana, volunteers from the community 
unselfishly offered their assistance.   Mahalo to the 
Food Basket, Inc. and all of the volunteers!

An interesting connection:   This MEALS Project, 
with numerous and generous community partners, 
conceptually began over 2 years ago with the 
introduction of Lion Magazine freelance writer 
Katya Cengel, who befriended members of the 
East Hawaii Lions during her coverage of the 2018 
Puna Eruption. Also a world traveler, she had a 
chance meeting with Simple Superstar Wilbur 
during a global conference. In the midst of 
Wilbur’s crusade to share his “simple message,” he 
was amazed that the District 50 Hawaii Lions and 
he shared a similar mission and belief! She 
introduced both he and Lion Blayne via email to 
start the prospect of working together. After 
hundreds of emails and numerous iterations, this 
landmark M.E.A.L.S. Project was born!

A Big, Big Island Mahalo to the following:   Big 
Island Lions Foundation, East Hawaii Lions & Leo 
Clubs (Akaka Falls, Hilo Crescent City, Hilo, Hawaii 
Lions Unlimited, Waiakea Lions), Simple Superstar 
Wilbur Sargunaraj, Office of the Mayor-Hawaii 
County, Parks & Recreation Department-Panaewa 
Rainforest Zoo, Department of Education, The 
Food Basket Inc, Hawaii County Economic 
Opportunity Council, Waiakea Hawaiian Volcanic 
Water, Kuwaye Trucking, and The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints.in Puna!

Your simple acts of kindness continue to reap 
extraordinary results!   Mahalo! 

  
For some cool action shots of our two-day event: 

Please see the following social media link 
Hilo Crescent City Lions on Instagram 

“The Big Island Lions Foundation”  
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On November 10, Lions Connie Burchett of the Waianae 
Lions Club and Lions Carmie Namocot and Puna Nouchi 
from the Kapolei City Lions Club donated and delivered 50 
bentos to the Veterans at Barber's Point. 
Our Lions Clubs wanted to recognize and show our appreciation to the 
Veterans for their service to our country.   Also, John Furtado, the 
manager of the Waianae Branch of Pearl Hawaii Federal Credit Union 
donated 50 red mini cooler lunch bags for the Veterans.   Mahalo 
Veterans! 

Left to right – Thursday Robinson, Veterans Coordinator (holding the 
red lunch bag and bento), Lions Puna N., Connie B., and Carmie N. 

Left to right - Lions Carmie N., Puna N., and Connie B. with 
Veterans eating their bentos 

 West Kauai  
Scenes From a Busy 

November 
Photos & article submitted by  

Lion Charles Ortiz 

Kamehameha Lions Club 
volunteered at the Kahala 
Mall Halloween Costume 
Contest. The Halloween 
contest was canceled the 
last two years due to the 
pandemic.

 Kamehameha  

Kahala Mall Halloween Costume 
Contest 

October 28, 2022      
Photos submitted by Lion Arlina Agbayani

West Kauai Lions Club celebrates our 85th 
Charter Celebration.  The club was 
chartered November 13, 1937.   

PDG Thomas (Tomo) Mitsunaga a member 
of Lanai City Lions Club since 1948 recently 
celebrated his 100th birthday.  He lives on 
Kauai and continues to attend our meetings.

Continued on page 12

 Waianae & Kapolei City  

Bentos for Veterans  
November 10, 2022 

Photos & article submitted by Lion Puna Noguchi 
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District 50 Fun-raiser Halloween Zoom Party 
October 29, 2022 

Photos & article submitted by District 50 Fun-raiser Team 

We’re back!   The District 50 
Fun-raiser Team thanks the 
attendees of our first 2022 
Fun-raiser Zoom Party held 
on Saturday, October 29th!  
What a fun night we had, with 
folks in Halloween costumes, 

showing off their pumpkins, playing Bingo and 
Spin the Wheel!   Congratulations to the following 
winners:   
• Spin the Wheel #1 – Winston Watarai, 1 night’s 

stay at The Kahala Hotel & Resort 
• Spin the Wheel #2 – Jeff 

Ching, 1 night’s stay at SCP 
Hilo Hotel 

• Scariest Costume – Lori 
Yamada, $20 Long’s gift 
card 

• Funniest Costume – Gail 
Kono, $20 Tokkuri Tei 
Restaurant gift card 

• Cutest Costume – Diane 
Kent, $20 KTA gift card 

• Bingo Game #1 – Gail Kono, 
$50 Roy’s gift card 

• Bingo Game #2 – Michiyo 
Kishiuchi, $50 Roy’s gift 
card 

• Best Pumpkin – Loyal Mehrhoff, $20 
MacDonald’s gift card.   

The winners also received a District 50 Fundraiser 
Voucher Pamphlet, with over $100 in savings 
coupons.   There was a serious competition that 
night for Scariest Costume, when 4 “Gary Nips” 
showed up at the party! 

Please join us for our next event, the Holiday Party 
taking place Saturday, December 10, 2022, 7 
p.m. (socializing starts at 6:30).   Register by 
the  Saturday, December 3rd  deadline  by e-
mailing your name, mailing address, phone 
number and club name to Lion Mark Despault (no 
late registrations allowed).   Then put on your 
ugliest sweater or T-shirt, pull out your cutest, 
oldest, and most sentimental ornaments, and 
decorate your tree or a wreath.   Please join us for 
some holiday games and fun!   Registration is free.  
(See flyer on page 20.) 

District 50 Fun-raiser Team:   
Thelma Aiwohi, Jeff Ching, Mark Despault,  

Aimee Matsuura, Puna Nouchi, Peggy Oyama 

Mahalo to our 
 Holiday Party Sponsors 

Mad Bene Restaurant 

Big City Diner 

Aloha Gas 

Kalapawai Cafe 

Tokkuri Tei Restaurant 

Lion Thelma Aiwohi 

Lion Puna Nouchi 

Lion Aimee Matsuura 

Lion Mark Despault 

CIS Peggy Oyama 
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D50 Statewide Food Drive 
November 19, 2022 

Submitted by Ellsworth Fujii, Hunger Awareness Chair

D50 Lions, Thank you for helping to have a 
successful Statewide food drive!!! Although not 
all on the same day in November, Lion and Leo 
clubs throughout the State held food drives to help 
fight hunger in Hawaii.   My apologies if I missed a 
few.

On Oahu, about 60 Lions and Leos came to the 
State Capitol on November 19 to collected canned 
goods and donations.  Lions from Kahalu’u, 
Kapahulu-Moiliili, Palolo, Hawaii Kai, Chinatown, 
Honolulu, Leeward, Manoa, Hawaii Filipino, Mana 
Loa-Nimitz, Waikiki 2000, Kaneohe, Mililani, Pali,  

and Kaiser High School and Moanalua High School 
Leos were represented.  What nice weather we had 
for the food drive!  I want to thank ID Bob Lee and 
CIS Pam and DG Gary Nip for coming and 
supporting our drive.

The State Capitol food drive could not have been 
as successful had it not been for a few dependable 
Lions.   Eric Kvick, Hawaii Kai LC delivered 2 tents, 
tile-weights, bungie cords, chairs, and table that 
were used at the food drive.   Eric, as HKLC Hunger 
Chair, also offered to pick up food donations from 
our members so they didn’t have to drive to the 
Capitol. Danny Tengan, Cyber LC brought 2 
pallets and 1 Gaylord bin to store the collected 
canned goods. Irwin Santos, Kamehameha LC, 
helped with the Foodbank virtual donation page, 
publicized the food drive, handled media 
coverage, and designed the hunger flyer. These 3 
guys did the same thing for the Joint Service 
Organization food drive held in September. Shasta 

Waikiki 2000 & Hawaii Kai Lions clubs along with 15 
individuals made donations totaling $3,556 on the Hawaii 
Foodbank Hawaii Lions website. The $5,532.34 includes 
the $1,976 cash and check donations collected at the 
State Capitol on Saturday, November 19.

Continued on page 11
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Yamada, Koko Head LC, who helped make the 
food drive hunger signs. And, last, but not least, 
Arlene Shimokawa, Kapahulu-Moiliili LC, who was 
a great advisor, critic, and sounding board of my  
ideas. 

Watch this D50 Food drive video created by Hawaii 
Kai Lion Silvia Ardila. 

Kapaa Lions Club (Walton Hong-President) voted 
to donate $300.00 to the Kauai Independent Food 
Bank, instead of holding a food collection project 
on November 19 due to logistical concerns.  They 
felt that a  monetary donation will enable the 
organization to buy more food than they could 
otherwise collect on such short notice. 

Hilo Crescent City Lions (Bruddah Sean) held a 
Turkey Drive and food drive at KTA Puainako Super 
Store on November 5. Hilo Crescent City LC also 
collect canned food donations every 1st Saturday of 
the month. 

Lanai City LC (Deborah Dela Cruz-President) 
considered doing a food drive on Lanai but found 
out that the Maui Police Dept on Lanai was already 
holding one called the Rice Wall Challenge to 

collect bags 
of rice and 
c a n n e d 
g o o d s .  
Lanai is too 
s m a l l t o 
h o l d t w o 
dr ives , so 
t h e y 

contacted the police 
and the Lanai Leos 
a n d t w o L i o n s 
a s s i s t e d w i t h 
t r a n s p o r t i n g t h e 
collected food to the 
Food Pantry on Nov 
18.   Lanai City LC 
h a d j u s t s t a r t e d 
volunteering at the 
Food Pantry which 
hosts the Maui Food 

Bank but was notified that they will be using youth 
from the church’s Youth Ministry and students from 
Lanai High & Elementary School. 

Mililani High School Leo Club and Mililani Lions 
Club Curtis Ogi, Mililani High School Leo faculty 
advisor, hosted an on-campus collection drive 
(11/14-17) to support the D50 food drive on 
S a t u r d a y , 
N o v e m b e r 1 9 .  
The Mililani Leo 
f o o d d r i v e 
c o l l e c t e d 5 5 8 
items weighing an 
e s t i m a t e d 2 8 0 
pounds of food 
from 49 individual 
donors. 

With the help of 
D 5 0 L e o C l u b 
Advisor, Winston 
Watarai and Leo 
District President 
K a l y n To m , a 
H u n g e r t - s h i r t 
des ign contest 
was extended to  
all Hawaii Leos statewide.   The Hunger Committee 
judged the entries and the design entered by 
Taryn Sevelio, Moanalua High School will be 

Mililani High School Leo club and their 
food drive collection 

Continued on page 12
Lanai City LC, Lanai Leos, and Lanai Police 

Department 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1296095721180841&extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=bIAC9r&ref=sharing


Volume 67, Issue 5 December 2022

12

Fall Food Drive 
November 19, 2022 

Photos & article submitted by Lion Irwin Santos 

 West Kauai 
Kauai Veterans 
Day Ceremony, 
Nov. 11th at the 
Kauai Veterans 
C e m e t e r y i n 
Hanapepe.  WKL 
has supported 
this ceremony 
f o r m a n y 
decades.   WKL 
provides cold 
water, coffee, 
j u i c e a n d 
pastries. 

The Boy Scouts 
of America has 
been a fixture  at 
t h e s e 
ceremonies. This 
y e a r t h e y 

assisted the West Kauai Lions Club in setting up 
refreshment lines, tents and tables. 

Taryn’s winning Hunger design

Continued from page 8

Continued on page 13

Continued from page 11 

D50 Statewide Food Drive 
awarded $100. We weren’t able to print the t-shirts 
due to timing issues but hopefully the design will be 
adopted by future Hunger chairs for future use. 

Hawaii Lions got publicity from this past weekend’s 
event on Hawaii News Now…From our State 
Capitol Food Drive Collection November 19, 
2022… 
Dozens of Hawaii Lions and LEO youth club 
members were out today collecting canned food 
and donations for their Thanksgiving Fall Food 
Drive.   Many families in Hawaii have difficulty 
putting food on their table at this time of year; it is 
especially a challenge when good people are 
struggling to make ends meet. Today’s collection 
enables the Hawaii Foodbank to distribute ~15,000 
meals. 

Continued on page 13
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Continued from page 12

 West Kauai
Thanksgiving “Turkey 
Shoot” Social was on 
Nov. 16th.  There were 
over 50 participants - 
Lions, CIS, family and 
friends.  ZC Lion Kay 
Hill inducted Lion Julia 
Hirano who is also the 
Leo Faculty Advisor for 

the Waimea High School Leos.  Lion Charles 
Ortiz inducted Lions Ray Ford and Naomi 
Tsuneyoshi. 

W a i m e a 
High School 
L e o C l u b 
p r o j e c t o n 
Nov. 19th in 
W a i m e a , 
Kauai Valley. 
Hands on learning how to grow and harvest taro.  
WKL and Waimea High School continues to 
support the community with activities like these. 

Hanapepe 
Salvation 
Army Turkey 
Lunch 
Distribution 
Preparing 285 
lunch boxes. 

Assisting the West 
Kauai Business 
and Professional 
Association with 
the Annual 
Lighting of 
County of Kauai 
Hofgarrd Park. 

Some of our members are unable to access the Leo 
Liona (and other digital Lions publications). Here are 
some helpful tips for clubs. 

Attempt to secure an email address from 
each member.  Perhaps it is an address 
of a family member who is able to 
obtain Lion information and pass it 

along to the Lion member. 

Devote time before or after in-person 
m e e t i n g s t o s h a r e d i g i t a l 
information with members.  Have a 
device available for members to 
learn to use. 

Print out digital publications for your  
members who request it. 

Provide hands-on computer learning 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r m e m b e r s b y 
partnering with your Leo Club.   

TIPS  TO  HELP  ALL  LIONS  

ENJOY THE LEO LIONA  
IN  THE  DIGITAL  AGE

AN EMAIL ADDRESS FOR EACH MEMBER

CARING IS SHARING

BY REQUEST

PARTNERING WITH LEOS

These are a few examples.   
Share your great ideas with your club.
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Read more stories in the next Leo Liona 

District Governor Maika’i Coin 
Article and photos by Lion Gary Nip 

District Governor (DG) Gary Nip has a limited special DG Maika’i (Job Well Done) 
coin to recognize those who go beyond.  

Here are some of the recipients and their outstanding achievements: 

Lion Momi Kawai  
Hilo Lions Club 
Prexy Russell Hiyashi said she 
joined on 4/1/22 and already 
volunteered to be our club 
secretary at the beginning of the 
new year. She has brought in 2 of 
her close friends as new members this year. She is 
the glue of our club by providing almost daily 
communication between our membership and 
officers and the District. She the most positive 
person I know and most willing to learn everything 
about Lionism. 

Lion Melissa Chong  
Hilo Lions Club 
Recognized on 10/14/22 for 
serving as the Guiding Lion for our 
newly chartered Hawaii Filipino 
Lions Club. Most members of the 
new Lions Club expressed their 

appreciation of Lion Melissa even though the 
startup has been challenging.  

Lion Wayne Kawaye 
Waiakea Lions Club 
On 10/14/22, Lion President 
Wayne received the DG Coin for 
his role in the successful visit by 
the Pahoa Elementary School 
students to the Panaewa Zoo in 
Hilo. Lion Wayne used his resources to transport 
hundreds of folding metal chairs to the zoo.  

Lion Jeffery Daniels  
Akaka Falls Lions Club 
Recognized on 10/14/22 
for his hard work and 
dedication to serving his 
club as secretary. It can be 
argued that the secretary 
position is the most demanding of all the officer 
positions in the club. Lion Jeff does his job well and 
is always smiling. 

Lion Len Shimabukuro  
Akaka Falls Lions Club 
H o n o r e d o n 1 0 / 1 4 / 2 2 f o r 
providing leadership to his club 
as the First Vice President. The 
club can always count on Lion Len 
for being a reliable and respected 

member attending meetings and projects and 
representing the club with distinction. 

Lion Sharon Sakoda  
Hilo Crescent City Lions Club 
On 10/14/22, DG Gary presented 
the Maika’i (Job Well Done) coin 
to Lion Sharon. She is the club 
secretary for many years and 
takes her job seriously. When 
asked if she would like District 50 to email to the 
members directly, Lion Sharon said she prefers to 
continue to email her members so she can keep in 
touch with them.   
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Saturday, December 10th
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Lions Club of Kapolei City 
Looking for some EASY holiday stocking stuffers to send with those beautiful Christmas cards? 

                            FUNDRAISER 
$10 per ticket 

Ticket expires January 13, 2023 

Redeemable for Zippy’s chili, Portuguese Bean Soup, Meat & Egg Breakfast, Cornbread 

Help support the Kapolei City Lions Club for scholarships, Veterans,  
and other needs of the Kapolei community 

Contact Lion Puna Nouchi 
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